
CANDID PHOTO 
A Candid Photo is taken when the subject is unaware of the camera.  Candid 
photography, as Kertesz, Bresson, and Strand asserted, should not overstep the 
boundaries of the personal dignity of the subject (it is not a tool for making 
people look idiotic).  Instead, candid photography is intended to record the 
spontaneous moment: the moment when “truth” appears before the camera.  
Sometimes this moment is funny, often it is of interest only to a small audience, at 
times it is profound, yet it always must be the “Decisive Moment” -when all that 
is needed to convey the intention of the photographer comes together. 
 
METHOD: 

1) Select a subject with whom you are familiar (in order to anticipate the 
desired behavior, pose, or physical relationship that you want to record)… 
or  
Select a location where you know that people are likely to be doing what 
you wish to record. STAY WITHIN THE LAW! 

2) Pre-set exposure and zone focus.  This will insure that you will not miss a shot 
do to “Fiddling” with your camera's controls. 

3) Hide yourself … or hide your camera … or make it appear that you are not 
shooting pictures when in fact you are. 

4) Wait for the precise moment (Don't lose patience) then get the shot.  Since 
candid shots are often shot “From-the-hip” it is always a good idea to get 
as many as possible in order to insure a successful image. 

 
WHAT MAKES A GOOD CANDID SHOT? 

q CREDIBILITY - The image must be convincingly spontaneous and 
believable - true to what it “says” 

about the subject. 
q INTEREST - The image must “justify”  
      itself.  It must be worth seeing in that  
      the viewer should feel that they  
      have either learned something or  
      confirmed something they may  
      already know (faces may or may  
      not be important, but body language  
      often is). 
q GOOD TECHNICAL EXECUTION  -  
      Focus is most important.  Whether  
      you use it to sharpen or purposefully  
      blur the image, focus must be  
      meaningfully applied to the image. 
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